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Harbury Notices
Morning Prayer—there will be no meetings for
the rest of December and January.

Thursday communion—there will be no
meeting on 28th Dec. We resume on Jan 4th.
Mothers’ Union New Year Party—Wed 3rd Jan,
2.30pm. (no service) Friends welcome;
remember the bran tub.

Meeting Point—Friday 5th January, 12:30pm
the Crown. Please contact Fliss for booking.
The Collective - Tue 16th Jan, 7:30pm, The
Shakespeare . This month’s topicis ‘“New Year,
New Start”

Everyone at All Saints’ would like to wish
you a very Happy Christmas!

Ladbroke Notices

Heritage & Friendship Group, Wed 3rd Jan,
10.30 - noon. This month we are meeting at
Hallsfield, School Lane. Come and chat over a
cuppa and share memories of winter

activities. All welcome, just let us know you are
coming on 810331.

administrator@allsaintsharbury.org to include
messages in the pew sheet.

REFLECTIONS FROM THE RECTORY
Many thanks for all your prayers and good wishes
for my recovery after my knee op. | am resting up
at home and looking forward to celebrating
Christmas in a more relaxed fashion with my
family this year. This Sunday on Christmas Eve we
light the 4th advent candle that symbolises love.
Christmas reminds us that love is actually the
foundation for everything we experience, indeed
the world, the entire Universe depends on it. It
was love that in the beginning motivated our
creator God to scatter the stars and galaxies
across the night sky. It was love that is at the
heart of the creativity and artistry we see all
around us in the wonders of nature and life. It is
love which is behind the sustaining power of God
which holds all of creation in existence. We find in
Jesus that God's love doesn't demand perfection
of us, or even that we need to reach a certain
goodness threshold before we qualify for his
grace. Instead we discover that forgiveness and
blessing isn't given away sparingly but freely and
indiscriminately, and that God's love is
completely and thoroughly inclusive. Unlike the
world we live in, it doesn’t depend on where we
happen to live, or who our parents happen to be,
how we look or behave, what education we have
received, or what we have achieved. And as we
share Communion in our Christmas services, we
are also reminded that God’s love for us is not
only found in the manger, but also on the cross.
God’s son was born to live among us, to show us
how to live and to love, and his Son, Jesus, died
for us on the cross for our forgiveness and our
salvation, for all of eternity. And then there was
the resurrection, the culmination of Gods rescue
plan, as the grip of evil and death was shattered
forever. But that, as they say, is a story for
another day.
Prayer
Father, as we gather together and enjoy each
others company, we pray that our hearts may be
filled with joy and love as we celebrate the birth
of your son, Jesus. Help us to remember how he
has transformed our world and our lives, and
may his light reach out to all who are living in
dark places this year.
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Christmas 2023

Lord Jesus Christ,
your birth at Bethlehem
draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven
touching earth: accept our heartfelt
praise as we worship you,
our Saviour and our eternal God.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES:

3:00pm Dress up Nativity Harbury
3:00pm Crib service Ladbroke
6:00pm Candlelit carol service Harbury
11:15pm  Midnight Communion Harbury

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES:

10:30am Holy Communion Harbury

10:30am Holy Communion Ladbroke



THIS WEEK

Rev Andy will not be taking services for around

6 weeks due to his recovery.

Monday 25th December (Christmas day)
10:30am  Holy Communion Harbury
10:30am  Holy Communion Ladbroke
Tuesday 26th December (Boxing day)
Wednesday 27th December

10:30am  Cleaning of the Lanterns

(and clearing the THR back into church, with

refreshments) Harbury
Thursday 28th December

No Holy communion

Friday 29th December

7:30pm  Bellringing Practice  Harbury

Saturday 30th December

No Coffee morning

Sunday 31st December (New Year’s eve)
9:00am  Holy Communion Ladbroke
10:30am  Holy Communion Harbury

Any safeguarding concerns please contact
safeguarding lead Amy Pedvin-Lewis or Rev Andy .
Churchwardens:

Harbury: Elizabeth McBride
Andy Dean
Ladbroke: Peter Rigby
Sue Moore

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:

Kate, Margaret, Christina, Tony, Judy, Carol,
Charles, Bryan, David, Pippa, lan, Sam, Joy,
Chris, Caroline, Lee, Karen, Nora, John,
Jacqui, Eveline.

All those who have lost a loved one.

BIBLE READINGS

Isaiah 9 2-7
*The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
>You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
*For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
> For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
®For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onwards and for evermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

John 1114

into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come in-
to being *in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. ®> The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

® There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John.’ He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through

him. ® He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. ° The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.

'®He was in the world, and the world came into
being through him; yet the world did not know
him. ""He came to what was his own, and his
own people did not accept him. ™ But to all
who received him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of

God, ®who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God.

'* And the Word became flesh and lived among
us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of
a father’s only son, full of grace and

truth. ™ (John testified to him and cried out,
‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes
after me ranks ahead of me because he was
before me.””) *® From his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace. ” The law indeed
was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. ® No one has ever
seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word to the Father’s heart, who has made him
was with God, and the Word was God. >He was known.

in the beginning with God. > All things came

If you, or someone you know needs additional support, or would appreciate home communion
please contact Rev Andy: rev.andyb@gmail.com 01926 714295



Luke 2 1-14 (15-20)

2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. * This was the first registration and was
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. > All went to their own towns to be registered. * Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. ®> He went to be regis-
tered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. ® While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. ” And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for
them in the inn.

The Shepherds and the Angels

®In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. ° Then an angel of the Lord stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. '° But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: "to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the

Lord. " This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” ® And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

“'Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’

>When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” "® So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. 7 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; "® and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. " But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. *° The shepherds returned, glorifying and prais-
ing God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.




