THIS WEEK

Monday 8th December (Vicar’s day off)
1:30pm Home Education visit Ladbroke
Tuesday 9th December

8:30am  Morning prayer THR
10:30am  Bumps & Bundles THR
7:30pm  Area WI Carol service Ladbroke

Wednesday 10th December

8:30am  Morning prayer THR
10:00am  Quiet space coffee  THR
10:30am  Quiet space (silence) THR
Thursday 11th December

8:30am  Morning prayer THR
10:00am  Holy Communion Harbury
11:30am  Interment J Moore Harbury
7:30pm House group  Call 01926 613340

Friday 12th December

8:30am  Morning prayer THR

7:00pm  E Wheels concert Harbury

Saturday 13th December

10:00am  Coffee morning THR
(Children's Society )

Sunday 14th December

9:00am  Holy Communion Ladbroke
10:30am  Holy Communion Harbury
3:00pm  Messy Church  THR
Churchwardens:

Harbury: Bez Norton Andy Dean
Ladbroke:  Peter Rigby Sue Moore

Any safeguarding concerns please contact Rev Andy,
safeguarding lead Amy Pedvin-Lewis -01926716520 or
Jenny Rigby -01926259985 (Ladbroke)

BIBLE READINGS

Isaiah 11.1-10

The Peaceful Kingdom

11 A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.

*The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and
the fear of the LORD.

> His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide
by what his ears hear;

*but with righteousness he shall judge the

poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the
earth; the shall strike the earth with the rod of
his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall
kill the wicked.

> Righteousness shall be the belt around his
waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
®The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard
shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion
and the fatling together, and a little child shall
lead them.

’The cow and the bear shall graze, their young
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox.

® The nursing child shall play over the hole of the
asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on
the adder’s den.

They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy
mountain; for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the
sea.

'°On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a
signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of
him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Matthew 3. 1-12

The Proclamation of John the Baptist

3 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, * ‘Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come near.”? This is
the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when
he said, ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilder-
ness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight.””’

*Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a
leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. ® Then the people of Jeru-
salem and all Judea were going out to him, and
all the region along the Jordan, ®and they were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. ’ But when he saw many Pharisees and
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them,
‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? ® Bear fruit worthy of
repentance. ° Do not presume to say to your-
selves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”’; for |
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up
children to Abraham. '° Even now the axe is lying
at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire. " ‘I baptize you with water for re-
pentance, but one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; | am not worthy to carry his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. * His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and
he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his
wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.’

If you, or someone you know needs additional support, or would appreciate home communion
please contact Rev Andy: rev.andyb@gmail.com 01926 714295



Harbury Notices
Morning Prayer we will be meeting in the Tom
Hauley Room at 8.30am Tue-Fri. All welcome.
Ponder in the Pub - No meeting in December
Join us again on Tue 27th January, 7pm start for
the New Year topic: ‘You must have imagined it!’
Everyone is warmly invited to take part.

Ladbroke Notices

Carol Service - Sunday 21st December, 6pm
(Please note: there will be no 9am service that
morning.)

Crib Service - Wednesday 24th December, 3pm
All welcome, whether dressed up or not, to hear
the Christmas story.

Christmas Morning Service — Thursday 25th
December, 9am

Chesterton Notices

Candlelit Carol Service , Sunday 21st December
at 5:30pm. Enjoy traditional carols and a festive
singalong led by the Harbury Folk Club Choir,
with bell ringing from 5pm to welcome you in.
Afterwards, join us for mulled wine and mince
pies as we celebrate together. All are welcome

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
David, Gemma, Caroline, Kay, Margaret,
Nora, Karen, Barry, Maureen, Nathan,
Deanne, Christina, Bryan, David, Sam, Joy
All those who have lost a loved one.

Email: administrator@allsaintsharbury.org by
Thur pm to include messages in the Pew sheet.
Notices for 28th Dec need to be in by 18th Dec

REFLECTION FROM THE RECTORY
There’s a disturbing trend in society at the
moment where a small but vocal minority
are attempting to condemn and reframe
history in terms of their particular cultural
values and campaigns. Historical figures o
the past are vilified for associations and atti-
tudes that would not be acceptable today.
The past is viewed through the lens of patri-
archy, white privilege, or racism, the indus-
trial revolution is blamed for beginning cli-
mate change, and there seems to be an un-
healthy focus on the mistakes of previous
generations. Well as we move through ad-
vent we come to the figure of John the Bap-
tist. He was both the ﬂgﬂﬁlment of the past,
but also prepared the way for the future.
Luke connects him to his heritaﬁe, quoting a
prophesy from Isaiah. John is the bridge be-
tween Old and New Testaments. His mes-
sage was loud and clear; repent and change.
It will not be business as usual. The old will
give way to the new. Isaiah put it this way:

Cease to dwell on days gone by and to
brood over ﬁast history. Here and now I will
do a new thing”. At the end of the day hu-
man beings are far from perfect - we all
make mistakes whatever age we live in, and
although we must learn Lrom the past, it’s
not healthy to rewrite history through a
modern lens. What is important is how will-
ing we are to trust God for the future and
be creators with Him of that future.

Prayer

God of Eternity, we give thanks for all we
have inherited from those before us, imper-
fect as they, and we, are. We give thanks for
our present and our future. Fill us with a vi-
sion for what could be. Show us the oppor-
tunities around us in our needy world and
help us to recognise your priorities in our
lives. As your light dawns in the darkness
may we step out in your strength as people
of faith and hope.
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Almighty God, purify our hearts and
minds, that when your Son Jesus Christ
comes again as judge and saviour
we may be ready to receive him,
who is our Lord and our God.

THIS WEEKS SERVICES:

9:00am  Said Communion Harbury
10:30am  Family service Ladbroke
3:00pm  Muddy Church Advent THR
5:00pm  Youth Fellowship THR



