HARBURY NOTICES
Morning Prayer we will be meeting in the Tom
Hauley Room at 8.30am Tue-Fri. All Welcome.
Tom's Teas — Monday 16th March, 2.30 pm,
THR. We invite you to come along for a free cup
of tea, cake, coffee, biscuits and chat.
Bible study, Thursday March 21st, 1.45pm, at 4
The Beeches on Anna- the last of this series on
Women of the Nativity.
Ponder in the Pub - Tuesday 24" March, Arrive
6:45 for 7pm, The Crown Inn. This month's
topic: ‘Is being good, good enough?’
Easter Experience - 29th March-5th April,
anytime during church opening hours at Church:
Interactive Easter “stations” prepared by Messy
Church; all welcome to drop in.
Easter Sunday Volunteers Needed - 10.00-
10.30 am at Harbury: Help serving hot drinks;
please speak to Julie Batchelor, Ann Clucas or
Bez Norton.
Easter Egg Donations — Please bring small
wrapped Easter eggs for after the Worship for
Everyone Service; give to Andy or Julie
Batchelor.

LADBROKE NOTICES

Lent lunch Thursday 19th March at Chapel
Ascote Farm 12 noon. All donations to Myton
Hospice. All welcome.

Email: administrator@allsaintsharbury.org by
Thur pm to include messages in the Pew sheet.

REFLECTION FROM THE RECTORY
We have arrived at the mid-point of our Lenten
journey. Just like Gaudete Sunday in Advent, this
Sunday or Laetare (Let-tar-ree) Sunday is the
Latin word for rejoice. We are reminded that our
faith is not just about endurance; it is about
refreshment and nurture. In the UK, this date
holds double significance as it is also Mothering
Sunday. Today, we are reminded of the nurturing,
protective, and relentless love of God. Scripture
often uses maternal imagery to describe the
Creator - like a hen gathering her chicks under
her wings or a woman who cannot forget the
child she has nursed. Maybe this week we can
reflect on how we have experienced the
mothering love of God. Perhaps we have felt
"held" when the world felt like a wilderness? Also
how are we being invited to nurture others, as
we continue our journey through Lent. However
we must also acknowledge that Mothering
Sunday can be a day of mixed emotions. For
some, it is a day of joy; for others, it is a day of
mourning, or a reminder of unfulfilled longing.
The Church’s tradition of Mothering is wide
enough to include everyone. We celebrate not
just biological mothers, but all who have taken on
that role both in human and spiritual terms. It is
a day to celebrate Nurturing in all its forms.
Because it is Mothering Sunday, the austerity of
Lent is softened by the celebration of care and
relationship. It is a reminder that we don't have
to choose between the solemnity of the cross
and the joy of community. We can recognise
both.
Prayer
Creator God, we thank you for your love which
shapes us and helps us to grow. On this
Mothering Sunday we give thanks for women who
have been examples ofg self-giving love, who have
given time, wisdom and care to the nurture of
children, their own or others. We pray for those
who find this a difficult day, who do not have
happy memories of their own mothers, those who
grieve for their mothers or for their children,and
those who long to be mothers but cannot be. May
your Spirit continue to shape us, heal us, and
guide us today.
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Eternal Lord, our beginning and our end:
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to your glory, hidden through past ages
and made known in Jesus Christ our
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